
SD83 Early 
Learning 
Update

SD83 Board Presentation
March 10, 2026

Allison de Boer

District Vice Principal 
Early Learning & Child Care

Jennifer Findlay

Director of Instruction
Early Years & Elementary

SD83 Early 
Learning 

Initiatives

StrongStartStrongStart ECE in 
Kindergarten

ECE in 
Kindergarten

Ready, Set, 
Learn

Ready, Set, 
Learn

Kindergarten 
Transitions

Kindergarten 
Transitions

Roots of 
Empathy
Roots of 
Empathy

Community 
Early Years 

Partnerships

Community 
Early Years 

Partnerships

Seamless Day 
Pilot Program
Seamless Day 
Pilot Program

Just B4 Pilot 
Program

Just B4 Pilot 
Program

ECE Dual Credit 
Program

ECE Dual Credit 
Program

1

2



Early Learning 
& Child Care 
(ELCC)

• We are extremely grateful
for the Ministry of Education
and Child Care’s funding to
support a District Vice
Principal of Early Learning &
Child Care
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StrongStart
• We currently have full-time StrongStart programs in

the following locations: DESC, SBR, PAR, MVB, HPE,
and FAL

• We are grateful to the Ministry of Education and Child
Care for the $2,000/program top-up in 2025-26

• Despite the top-up, we still need to supplement the
funding needed for StrongStart programs from other
Early Learning Special Purpose funds (which means a
reduction in service levels for some other Early
Learning initiatives)

Early Childhood Educators (ECE)
2025-26 

Hours per WeekSchoolsProgram/Initiative

120DESC, SBR, PAR, MVB, HPE, FALStrongStart

60SCRSeamless Day
8HPEJUSTB4

40SCA, PAR, HPE, FALECE in K
(StrongStart Educator top-up)

90BAS & HIL, SOR & CAR, AES & HPEECE in K (3 educators)

60NCA & GRI, SBR & SAW, MVBIndigenous ECE in K 
(3 educators)
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ECE in 
Kindergarten

Seamless 
Day Pilot 
Program 
Silver Creek Elementary

2022-23 (first year of pilot)

2023-24

2024-25

2025-26 (final year of pilot)
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Just B4 
Pilot Program

2025-26
Highland Park Elementary

Roots of Empathy
Mission is to build caring, peaceful, and civil societies through the development 

of empathy in children and adults.
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Supporting the 
Transition to 
Kindergarten

Ready, Set, Learn

Kindergarten Orientation

Kindergarten Gradual Entry

Community Connections

Community 
Early Years 
Partnerships

SEY2KT Sorrento

Early Years Tables

Early Years Fairs

Collaborative Professional Learning

Third-Party Child Care Partners
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ECE Dual Credit Program

Priorities 
for 2026-27 

• Review Ready, Set, Learn model to enhance
engagement; particular focus on our rural
communities & those without StrongStart
programs

• Explore underutilized spaces & opportunities for
child care partnerships with third-party providers

• Work collaboratively with communities and
schools to explore new opportunities to 
strengthen relationships and transition between
early years and school years

• Partner with our Indigenous Education
Department to create a  K̓wsaltktnéws ne
Secwepemcúl’ecw Kindergarten welcome book

• Explore ways to continue and increase ECE in
Kindergarten support

13

14



Questions?
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